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© such at hhe opening of Hebrews Unvesity

There are two spliitual tendencies in Isrmel; the one a
inner and wholly sacrzi one tending to deepen his soul and
spread the light of the Torah from within. ‘This aspiration i
served by the Torah, the stronghold of Israel’s soul, and by th
‘Talmudical schools established in our midst from earliest time
for the glory of the Torah. This spiritual aspiration is clearl
defined and resolute neither fearing nor yielding to any obstacle
Yet in spite of his faith Rabbi Nechonya ben Hakana on enterin;
the Beth Hamidrash prayed “May no hindrance arise on my path”

The second spiritual tendency of the nation serves not only t
deepen the inner sacredness of the Torah but also serves as ‘th
medium for the absorption and propagation of ideas, the propagation o
Jewish conceptions and values from the Jewish world into the wid
world of nations. ~For this purpose have we been set as a ligh
for the peoples, and for the absorption of profane learning fror
without, from all humanity; to adapt to our own life the good am
the sublime which we receive and to transmit it again to th
world at large. And for the attainment of this end this Universit
can serve as a great and worthy instrument.

Here, my beloved brethren there is reason to fear. "

. We also permitted the entry of foreigfi culture. With the
development of foreign culture, of Greek philosophy and of the
cultures of the various nations with whom we came into
contact throughout our long history, these cultures gradually
penetrated into our philosophy. This also, while looked upon
with apprehension by some was welcomed by others.

When we regard these events from our present point of view,
we see that neither the fear nor the rejoicing were unjustified. We

gained because of these tendencies but also lost not a little through
them,

It is quite clear that of those circles which welcomed these
two tendencies without apprehension and - with careless optimism
and rejoicing, but few of their descendants have remasined to parti-:
cipate in our difficult and sacred task of rebuilding our country and
reviving the nation. The great majority of them have been assimilated:
amorz the nations, they have been caught up in the current of the

“abundance of the sea” and the “forces of t.hc gamles which - have:-
coms unto us”

Only those have been truly creative who have gat sectrely
within the walls of ous spiritual fortress, in‘the tabernacle of our'
Toruh, in the holiness of the commandments and the laws. Only
those who have both given and received values and conceptioms'
through the golden mean between Israel and the nations — only those’
who have always lived not only with confidence 'and security, but
also with apprehension remembering the prophecy of the “abundance’
of the sea and the forces of the Gentiles”, — only those have
truly created. From among them have sprung the trne creative forces,
worlers in the building of our great edifice—from amgng them has
grown th';t great body of the nation, faithful to the flag. '

Wherefore hath the prophet rightly said: “Then thou shalt see
and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged;
becsuse thie abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the
forces of the Genliles shall come unto thee”.



