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Study Guide, Day 2
The Gastronomy of Jewish Survival

1) Read Chapter 1 in Daniel, and then read Chapter 1 in Megillat Esther—the two books
of Tanach that take place entirely outside the Land of Israel, with several decades to a
century between them. Why do you think both books begin with gastronomy? Do you
see a difference between both books?

2) Read Source 1, Talmud Megillah 12a. First, try to understand the discussion between
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his students. How do they each answer the question?
Why do both he and they assume Israel deserved annihilation? Can they possibly be
implying that whenever an anti-Semite attempts to murder Jews—that it is our fault?!
Next: According to Rashi, the image they bowed to was in the days of
Nevuchadnezzar (see Daniel Chapter 3). What can this possibly mean, i.e., why
would the Jews of the Persian empire be held accountable for what happened a
century earlier? And more—what indication do we have that they bowed to the idol?

3) What fault do Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his students find in the Jews during the
time of Esther?

4) Let's try to read some books of Tanach together. Read Ezra, Chapter 1, Chapter 2
pasuk 64 and Chapter 4 pesukim 1-5. Read also Chagai Chapter 1 pesukim 1-6; and
Nechemia Chapter 4 pesukim 1-6.



Hebrew Sources, Day 2
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Day 2, English Sources

The Persian Achaemenid Dynasty (BCE)

1 |539-530 | Cyrus Cyrus Declaration, Return to Zion, Groundbreaking
for Rebuilding Temple.

According to Chazal, Megillat Esther took place
between Return to Zion and Dedication of the Second
Temple in 515 BCE

2 | 530-522 | Cambyses
3 | 522-486 | Darius the Resumption of Construction of the Second Bet Mikdash
Great In 520 BCE.
Dedication of the Second Bet Mikdash in 515 BCE
4 | 485-465 | Xerxes Achashverosh, according to most historians
Khashiarsh

465-424 | Artaxerxes |

424-404 | Darius Il

404-359 | Artaxerxesll

358-337 | Artaxerxeslll

337-335 | Arses (Achashverosh, according to some historians.)

PO N | Ol

0 | 335-332 | Darius Il

1. Megillah 12a

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai's students asked him: Why did the "enemies of Israel™ [euphemism
for the Jews] of that generation deserve annihilation? He said to them: You answer. They said
to him: Because they enjoyed the feast of that wicked one. If so, those in Shushan should be
killed, but those in the rest of the world should not be killed! They said to him: You answer!
He said to them: Because they bowed down to the idol.

Rashi ibid, They bowed down to the idol — In the days of Nevuchadnezzar.
2. Avodah Zarah 36a

And Daniel resolved in his heart not to be defiled with the king's foold for the wine of his
drinks...Rav held that he resolved in his heart and ruled for all Israel, and Shmuel held that he
resolved in his heart and did not rule for all Israel. And did Daniel decree regarding oil? Did
not Be'eli Avimi Nota'ah say in the name of Rav: Their bread and their oil and their wine and
their daughters—all are among the eighteen things [decreed by Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel]!
And if you should say: Daniel came and decreed and it was not accepted, and the students of
Hillel and Shammei came and decreed and it was accepted, if so, what of Rav's testimony?

3. Rabbi Yaakov Medan, Daniel: Exile and Revelation, Page 20

Daniel and his friends are the beginning of the Babylonian Exile, which in a short time will
include many other exiles. With a cruel wave of the hand, the four youths with their friends
were torn from the landscape of their homeland and the heritage of their nation, and a foreign
culture lies in wait for them with all its temptations and pleasures. It is clear to Daniel and his



friends, whose names had already been changed against their will, that the price of these
temptations is assimilation into a new culture. Food and drink bring together those who are
distant, and emphasize that which those who are distant have in common—the life of the flesh
and its desires.

Here Daniel stands like a fortified wall and declares a new insight that no man has imagined till
now: Even in exile, even outside of the Chosen Land and outside of the Chosen People, we will
remain Jews. The wall that Daniel built against the foods of the nations, even if they could be
kosher according to halacha, is the wall against involvement in the lives and culture of the
nations. From him, the Sages of later generations learned to decree against the bread, oil, and
wine of the nations—and in particular, in the generation of the students of Shammai and Hillel,
who decreed regarding eighteen things, at a time when the mingling with the nations and their
culture had spread through Eretz Yisrael, with no place unaffected.



